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OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
(REGENERATION AND SKILLS)

MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, BOOTLE
ON THURSDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER, 2017

PRESENT: Councillor Sayers (in the Chair)
Councillor Michael O'Brien (Vice-Chair) 
Councillors Bliss, Booth (Substitute Member for 
Councillor Bill Welsh), Dan T. Lewis, Pullin, Roche, 
Anne Thompson (Substitute Member for Councillor 
Carragher) and Weavers

ALSO PRESENT: Councillor Fairclough, Cabinet Member – Locality 
Services
Councillor Hands
Councillor Keith
Councillor McGuire
Councillor David Barton

10. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Carragher, Webster 
and Bill Welsh.

11. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of any disclosable pecuniary interest were received.

12. ITEM CALLED IN - PROPOSED TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF 
LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT 

The Committee considered (a) the report of the Head of Regulation and 
Compliance, which set out the decision of the Cabinet Member – Locality 
Services regarding the advertising of the Traffic Regulation Orders in 
relation to the Proposed Temporary Closure of Lord Street, Southport, and 
the reasons why the decision had been called-in; and (b) the report of the 
Head of Locality Services - Commissioned which was considered by the 
Cabinet Member – Locality Services in relation to this matter. 

The decision taken by the Cabinet Member – Locality Services and 
confirmed on 23 August 2017 in relation to this matter was as follows:-

Decision:
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That:

(1) The temporary closure of Lord Street, Southport be approved;

(2) The necessary legal procedures, including those of public 
consultation and advertising the Council’s intention to implement 
the Order, be approved.

Reason for Decision:

The Council has the power to make temporary Traffic Regulation Orders 
under Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. It is necessary 
to temporarily close Lord Street, Southport for reasons of health and safety 
to enable carriageway resurfacing works to be completed.

Alternative Options Considered:

None

The Chair of the Committee, Councillor Sayers, reported on the procedure 
for consideration of the call-in and discussion took place on the procedure, 
including representations to be made explaining the reasons for call-in and 
the length of time to be permitted for such representations. It was agreed 
that (1) the procedure, as outlined by the Chair, would be adopted for 
consideration of the matter; and (2) the comments made regarding the 
limitations in relation to the allocated 5 minute representations made by 
the Lead call-in Member and the issue of one of the three Members cited 
on the requisition form being able to make representations, as detailed on 
the Procedure Note, would be referred to the Overview and Scrutiny 
Management Board.

The Democratic Services Manager, Mrs. Ruth Harrison, reported on the 
validity of the call-in and highlighted that the call in requisition:-

 had been received within the specified call-in period;
 had been signed by three Members of the Council who were not 

Members of the Cabinet, in accordance with the provisions in 
Chapter 6, Paragraph 38(a) of the Council’s Constitution; and

 referred to a specific decision made by the Cabinet Member and 
provided a reason for call in, in accordance with Chapter 6, 
paragraph 40 of the Constitution.

Councillor Hands, on behalf of Councillors Keith and McGuire, outlined 
and amplified the reasons for the call-in as follows:-

1. Insufficient consultation with the BID (Southport Business 
Improvement District) and business in Lord Street.

2. No proper consultation with Southport people through the Public 
Engagement Panel. Not consulting with the Area Committee.
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3. Not looking after the heritage of the conservation area.

4. Harming the trade of Lord Street when trading is starting to get 
into its peak time.

Councillor Fairclough, Cabinet Member – Locality Services addressed the 
Committee in relation to the decision taken and responded to the 
representations made by Councillor Hands in relation to the call-in.  The 
Committee considered the comments of Mr. David Marrin, Manager – 
Highways Management and Mr. Jerry McConkey, Service Manager - 
Transportation and Highway Infrastructure, on the background to this 
matter. 

Councillor Fairclough, Cabinet Member – Locality Services responded to 
questions posed by Members of the Committee in relation to the call-in.

Councillor Hands, on behalf of Councillors Keith and McGuire, responded 
to questions and issues posed by Members of the Committee.

A motion was moved and seconded that the Committee accepts the 
decision made by the Cabinet Member.

On a show of hands, the Chair declared that that the Motion was carried 
by 5 votes to 4.

RESOLVED: That

(1) the validity of the call-in be accepted;

(2) the Committee accepts the decision made by the Cabinet Member 
– Locality Services in relation to this matter; and

(3) the Procedure Note for “call-in” be referred to the Overview and 
Scrutiny Management Board and the Board be requested to 
consider the following options:-

(a) Do nothing, meaning that the current procedure would 
continue to be the preferred procedure to be used when 
considering a call in at Committee;

(b) Take action considered to be appropriate; or

(c) Refer the matter to the Audit and Governance, with a view to 
the Procedure Note being formally included within the 
Council’s Constitution.


